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| ONE-LEGGED DANG 
USES NO CRUTCHES 


Unique among one. 
legged dancers, Le. 
roy Strange is one 
of the newest such 
performers who has 
found fame by not 
using any crutches 
in his act. Current: 
ly at New York’} 
Club Savannah, he 
has been one-legged 
since infancy wher 
his right leg wa 
Paeeane. 
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h, ht! Oust Jane Spaulding From Top U. S. Job | 

eam Mrs. Jane Morrow Spaulding was asked to resign j 

; wa} her post as an assistant to Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby, 
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare in 

Washington, D.C., because of what the NAACP 

charges was her refusal to bow to Mrs. Hobby’s 

views on segregation. 

In a showdown conference with department Under- 
secretary Nelson Rockefeller, Mrs. Spaulding, first 
Negro appointed to a top policy-making post in the 
Eisenhower administration and the highest ranking 
Negro woman in Government service, was told that 
her present $9,600-a-year job would be abolished. 

She was offered—as an alternative to being fired—a 
$7,000-a-year post dealing with juvenile delinquency 
problems, JET learned. t 

Clarence Mitchell, director of the Washington 
NAACP, charged that Mrs. Spaulding, a Charleston, 

W. Va., social worker who at one time headed Negro 
relief in the West Virginia State Welfare Depart- 
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ment, was being demoted because she- 
opposed Mrs. Hobby’s stalling in elim- 
ination of segregation at schools on 
military bases. The Negro assistant 
was also opposed by the Cabinet 
member, who was publisher of a 
Houston, Tex., daily paper, for ficht- 
ing a U.S. grant of $1,500,000 to a Hous- 
ton, Tex., hospital which bars Negro 
doctors, and for delivering “forthright 
speeches attacking discrimination,” 
the NAACP said. 4 i 

Department officials would not com- Mrs. Spauiding 
ment on the pending ouster other than to say that the 
department was being reorganized. Mrs. Spaulding said 
she would make no comment at this time. 


Thelma Boozer Named Civil Defense Aide In N. Y. 


Mrs. Thelma Berlack Boozer, former 
director of community relations for 
the borough president’s office, was 
appointed civil defense aide in the 
office of recruitment and public in- 
formation in the New York City Of- 
fice of Civil Defense. Named by Mayor 
Robert F. Wagner Jr., to the $8,000-a- 
year post, Mrs. Boozer, former news- 
paperwoman and Lincoln U. (Mo.) 
Journalism School professor, was co- Mrs. Boozer 
director of the 12 Manhattan borough community plan- 
ning boards during his tenure as borough president. At 
week’s end, Arthur Ford, consulting engineer in the of- 
fice of Manhattan Borough President Hulan Jack, was 
scheduled to be named the $15,000-a-year Commissioner 
of Water, Gas and Electric and become the second high- 
est paid Negro city employee, excluding the judges. Sev- 
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enth Police Commissioner William L. Rowe and Deputy 
Commissioner of Housing and Buildings Frederick L. 
Weaver were scheduled to be dropped from their jobs. 
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Ike To Back Anti-Jim Crow Travel Bill 

President Eisenhower promised an NAACP delegation 
that he will urge the 83rd Congress to enact legislation 
outlawing Jim Crow interstate travel. During a private, 
30-minute White House conference in Washington with 
a five-man group headed by NAACP executive secretary 
Walter White and board chairman Arthur B. Spingarn, 
Eisenhower also indicated that he is opposed to use of 
Federal monies for segregation and said that he would 
study the organization’s-charges that such monies were 
financing segregated housing projects. 


Order Mich. Housing Project To Admit Negroes 

Officials of the Hamtramck (Mich.) Homes, a public 
housing project, were ordered to admit Negro tenants by 
a Federal court in Detroit. Noting that the project regu- 
lations made it “impossible for a Negro to be granted 
occupancy,” the court ordered the bans lifted in a de- 
cision of a suit brought by three Negroes. 


_ Robeson Reportedly Wants To Break With Reds 
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Singer Paul Robeson would like to break with the Com- 
munist Party, but is being hindered by his wife and his 
son who threaten to reveal that Robeson was a “secret 
courier” between the Kremlin and the American Com- 
munist Party, reported Cholly Knickerbocker, New York 
columnist in the Journal-American. 


Selassie To Be Ike’s Guest During U. S. Visit 

Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia 
will visit the United States in May and 
be the guest of President Eisenhower 
at the Executive Mansion in Washing- 
ton, D. C., the White House announced. 
Invited to the U. S. by Eisenhower, the 
62-year-old African king will arrive 
May 19, spend several days in the na- 
tion’s capital, then make a month-long 
tour of the country with stops in ma- 
jor cities. The trip wiil be his first to "* 
the United States. Haile Selassie 








5 








N.Y. Medical Lab Student Chosen ‘Miss Subways’ 


A 19-year-old Negro 
X-ray laboratory and 
medical technology 
student was chosen 
by model agency own- 
er John R. Powers to 
reign as “Miss New 
York Subways” for 
January and Febru- 
ary. The new queen 
of the city’s 250-mile 
underground network 
is Mary Alice Gray, a 
Birmingham, Ala., na- 
tive who has lived in 
New York for 10 years. 
Miss Gray’s photo was 
submitted with 600 
others last December. ‘Miss Subways’ Mary Alice Gray 


N. Y. Engineer Loses $15,000 Post Due To Illness 


Clifton W. Stephens, 49-year-old New York City civil 
engineer, was ruled ineligible to accept a $15,000-a-year 
overseas post with the Foreign Operations Administration 
in Washington, D. C., when medical reports disclosed that 
he was seriously ill with diabetes. Picked from a field of 
43 candidates for the post, Colby College-trained Ste. 
phens, a veteran of more than 25 years of heavy construc. 
tion engineering, was “shocked” to learn of his condition 


Justice Dept. To Probe Arrest Of 51 GIs In S. C. 


Pentagon officials have ordered a Justice Department 
investigation for possible civil rights violations of the ar. 
rest of 51 Fort Jackson soldiers following a bus incident 
Thanksgiving in Columbia, S. C. The probe was urged 
by the NAACP. South Carolina police said the soldiers 
refused to identify a fellow soldier who sat beside a white 
woman passenger on the bus. The GIs, now overseas 
were fined a total of $1,573. 
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Racial Epithet Causes Mistrial In Ga. Murder Case 

Because a lawyer described a witness as “this fat 
Nigger,” the lovers’ lane slaying trial of Willie Nash ended 
in a mistrial in Atlanta, Ga. While offering in evidence a 
bloodstained coat, Asst. Solicitor Frank French, trying to 
recall the name of a witness, referred to him with the 
racial epithet. Lawyers then moved for a mistrial. 


Name 9 Negroes To ‘Hall Of Our History’ Board 

Nine Negro leaders were named to the board of trustees 
of an interracial national group which plans to erect a 
“Hall Of Our History” monument at Pine Mountain, Ga. 
Memorable dates and events of American history will be 
recorded in the open-air hall. Named to the board of the 
group, which is headed by Charles F. Palmer and Gen. 
Lucius Clay, were Dr. Ralph Bunche, Mrs. Mary McLeod 
Bethune, Rufus Clement, Albert F. Dent, F. D. Patter- 
son, Paul R. Williams, C. B. Powell, Claude Barnett and 
Mrs. Robert L. Vann. 


Woman Files $50,000 Jim Crow Travel Suit In Fla. 

Claiming that she was forcibly removed from a bus two 
years ago when she refused to sit far enough from a white 
passenger, Mrs. Bertha H. Dozier of West Virginia, filed 
a $50,000 damage suit against the Jacksonville Coach 
Co., and two policemen in Jacksonville, Fla. 


Negro Among Leaders In Internal “oo Class 
Larry Doss, 26-year-old accounting — 
student at Fenn College in Cleveland, 
was named one of three outstanding 
members of a special, 20-member class 
selected to study under the Internal 
Revenue Bureau’s personnel and ad- 
ministrative training program in 
Washington. The only Negro in the 
class, Doss, a five-year veteran of the 
bureau’s Cleveland office, wrote two re- 
search articles, was one of three high- 
est in a placement examination. 

















Calif. Publicist Slated For $8,000 Housing Post 

Mrs. Fay Jackson, ex-newspaperwoman and public rela- 
tions specialist of Los Angeles, Calif., will be named to 
head a western field office of the Federal Housing Agency, 
Republican officials said in Washington. The job pays 
about $8,000 a year. 


Jim Crow Toilet Signs Removed At S. C. Base 

Jim Crow signs on toilets were taken down at the 
Charleston (S. C.) Naval Shipyard in the final step of the 
U. S. de-segregation program of Dixie Federal bases. In 
what some workers labeled “operation open out-house,” 
the integration procedure was carried out “without inci- 
dent” although few Negroes used toilets previously-desig- 
nated as white. White workers, meanwhile, continued to 
boycott the de-segregated cafeteria in an effort to change 
the Federal order. 




















W Detroit’s Ist 
Woman Constable: 
A five-foot eight- 
inch housewife, 
Mrs. Madeline 
Smith, began her 
duties as the first 
woman in Detroit 
history to serve as 
constable. Mrs. 
Smith, a 54-year- 
old ex-real estate 
broker, serves sum- 
mons in rent cases, 
carries gun for pro- 
tection. 
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L.A. Fire Chief To Answer Jim Crow Charges 

The Los Angeles, Calif., fire chief was ordered by local 
courts to testify regarding alleged discrimination and 
segregation of Negroes in his department during a depo- 
sition hearing in the office of NAACP lawyer Herbert 
Simmons Jr. According to the NAACP, the precedent- 
setting order forcing Chief John H. Alderson to testify, 
is important in preparation of a bias suit against the fire 
department charging that it restricts Negroes to two fire 
stations. 


Knoxville, Tenn., Council Bans Airvort Bias 

The Knoxville, Tenn., City Council passed legislation 
ending racial discrimination at the city airport restaurant 
following the refusal of the restaurant to serve Mrs. Carol 
Reyes, wife of a Knoxville College chemistry professor. 


Serrevation Fnds In Pittshurch Fire Dept. 

Racial segregation in the Pittsburgh, Pa., fire depart- 
ment was ended by executive order and 34 members of 
two all-Negro engine companies distributed to units 
throughout the city. In ordering integration in the city’s 
fire fighting force, Chief Stephen P. Adley said that he 
wanted to “allow full use of all available manpower.” 
The force’s four Negro captains will head mixed squads. 


Introduce Jim Crow Travel Bill In Senate 

A bill banning segregation on trains and buses in inter- 
state travel because of race or color was introduced in the 
Senate by Sen. Irving M. Ives (R., N. Y.) and Sen. John 
M. Butler (R., Md.). 


Drowned Lad’s Parents Sue Miss. Police Chief 

A white police chief, E. M. Crumby, was sued for $15.000 
in Grenada, Miss., by a Negro family which charged that 
he ran their 19-year-old son into a river, causing him to 
drown. The suit, the third brutality case against Crum- 
by, alleges that the policeman chased Sammie L. Fland 
into the Yalobusha River last Nov. 23 when Bland resisted 
arrest. Another Negro and a white man have filed bru- 
tality suits against Crumby asking $6,485 damages. 











8 Democrats Seek U. S., State Posts In Chicago 

Congressman William L. Dawson (D., Ill.) was chosen 
to seek re-election and seven other Negroes were named 
by the Democrats to run for city and state posts in Chi- 
cago. Veteran State Rep. Fred J. Smith was picked to 
seek the senate seat held by Sen. Christopher C. Wim- 
bish, a Democrat who failed to win party approval. Others 
selected: Charles Skyles and Kenneth Wilson, candidates 
for the state senate, and James Y. Carter and Corneal 
Davis, state house candidates. Judge Fred (Duke) Slater 
will run for Municipal Court and Edward Mike Sneed for 
county commissioner. 


4th Baltimore Store Drops Racial Eating Ban 

The management of the Schulte United Five-and-Dime 
Store dropped the color bar at eating counters in Balti- 
more, the Governor’s Commission on Race Relations re- 
ported. Three similar downtown stores recently ended 
discriminatory restaurant practices. 


Yesterday In Negro Histor 
January 23, 1821—Lo xt Carey’ U. Ss. 


sailed for Liberia, where he pioneered the colonial 
development of the nation. 

January 24, 1885—Martin R. DeLaney, 73, first Ne- 
gro to be commissioned a major in the U. S. Army, 
died in Xenia, Ohio. A scientist, ethnologist and 
lecturer, he had served as 
examining physician for 
the Union forces during the 
Civil War. 

January 25, 1944—Ike Wil- 
liams, lightweight boxing 
contender, had his winning 
streak of 32 consecutive vic- 
tories broken when Bob 
Montgomery stopped him in 
the final round of a 12- 





Baptist minister, 





round bout in Philadelphia. Martin DeLaney 
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FORECAST © 


Cemetery Policy Change. For the first time, Ne- 
groes will be offered lots at fabulous Forest Lawn 
Cemetery in Los Angeles, Calif., where burial plots 
cost from $5,000 up. 


NCAA Bars Down. The National Collegiate Ath- 
letic Association will approve the entrance of Negro 
college baseball teams in regional play-offs in north- 
ern areas. 


U. S. To Cite Teacher. The Internal Revenue Bureau 
will cite a Washington, D. C., public school teacher 
for instructing her pupils how to fill out income tax 
blanks for unlettered parents. The award, to be 
given national publicity, will be the first ever made 
by bureau. 


Carey To Run. UN alternate delegate Archibald 
Carey will again accept the GOP bid to run against 
Rep. William Dawson (D., Ill.) in Chicago Congres- 
sional elections. 


New Anti-Crime Fight. A national group to combat 
Negro juvenile delinquency and its causes will be 
organized at a conference May 7-8 in Washington. 
Administration leaders will be in attendance. 


Negro Baseball Manager. Brooklyn Dodger 
catcher Roy Campanella will become the first Negro 
manager in organized baseball. The Dodgers have 
promised him a farm club Spot, when his playing 
days are over. 
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Tubman To Run For 3rd Term In Liberia 

President William V. S. Tubman, who has been presi-? 
dent of Liberia since 1944, announced in Monrovia, Liberia, 
that he will be a candidate for a third term in the torth- 
coming political campaign. 


London Judge Savs ‘Pimvs’ Should Be Whipped 

A police officer charged in a London court that “there 
must be hundreds of thousands” of colored men living on 
the earnings of prostitutes while drawing unemployment 
compensation in Britain. The officer testified at the trial 
of James Daniels, a 35-year-old West African, who was 
sentenced to two months in prison for pandering. The 
judge told Daniels this “seems to be the sort of offense 
which does deserve whipping.” 


South Africa Bars AME Bishop For 2nd Time 

AME Bishop Frederick B. Jordan was refused permis- 
sion to enter South Africa for the second time since 1952. 
L. D. McWanna, a native church leader, said in Johannes- 
burg that the government will admit American Negro 





church leaders only for the purpose of training native | 


Africans to take over the church. In 1953, South Africa 
barred bishops Jordan and H. Thomas Primm, charged 
that the AME Church in South Africa was a “political 
organization.” Bishop Jordan is running his area from 
Southern Rhodesia, but his 30-day visa expires Jan. 31. 


Decorate African Who Pulled Lion Off Employer 

In Dar-Es-Salaam, Tanganyika, Saidi Juma, 62, was 
awarded the George Medal for attempting to save his 
employer’s life by attacking a wounded lion while armed 
only with a sheath knife. When the lion attacked Juma’s 
employer, A. De Peer, last August, Juma threw himself 
on the beast’s back, whipped out his six-inch knife and 
killed the lion. Juma and De Beer were rushed to 4 
hospital where De Beer died of his wounds. 
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lst Woman Lawyer Admitted To Bar In Bermuda 

Wearing the traditional robe and 
wig, Lois Marie Browne, 26, was ad- 
mitted to the Bermuda bar and be- 
came the first woman lawyer in the 
colony’s history. Judge J. Trownsell 
Gilbert, chief justice of Bermuda, wel- 
comed Miss Browne to the bar after 
ceremonies in the Supreme Court 
Building in Hamilton. A native of 
Bermuda, Miss Browne studied law in 
England, later was admitted to the Gy, 
English bar. Lois Browne 


Nab Top Mau Mau Gen., Uphold Kenyatta Verdict 

British troops shot and captured the “No. 2 leader” of 
the Mau Mau society in a furious battle near Nyeri, 
Kenya. The leader, General China, was shot in the 
throat and subsequently was identified by a European 
who knew him years ago when he was a locomotive fire- 
man. The Kenya Supreme Court, meanwhile, upheld the 
conviction of Jomo (Burning Spear) Kenyatta, alleged 
leader of the Mau Maus, for terrorist activities, and 
Charles Kariithi Mathumu, Mau Mau Gen. “No. 6,” was 
sentenced to die for possessing a pistol. 





Africans Told To Go Slow On Freedom Demands 

In Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia, British Colonial Secre- 
tary Oliver Lyttelton urged Africans in British territories 
to be patient in their demands for immediate self-govern- 
ment. Britain, he declared, is doing all it can to devise a 
system “under which, as soon as they are fitted for it, 
Africans can be given some responsibility for the manage- 
ment of their own affairs.” 


Urge Employment Of Negro Cops In Britain 
Mrs. Bessie Braddock, Socialist member of the Parlia- 
ment, proposed that Negroes be employed as policemen 











in Britain “to keep law and order not only in the little 
Harlems, but throughout the country.” Mrs. Braddock said 
she will present her proposal to Parliament. 
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% Matthew A. Henson, only 
living survivor of Admiral 
Peary’s 1907 North Pole ex- 
pedition, received the first 
annual race relations award 
from the Armstrong Asso- 
ciation in Philadelphia. 


% Teddy Wilson, pianist, 
was hired by the Columbia 
Broadcasting Co. as regular 
pianist for the weekly radio 
whodoneit, Crime Photog- 
rapher. 


% Nat (King) Cole and 
Frank Sinatra were sched- 
uled to record several vocal 
duets for Capitol Records 
in Los Angeles. 


% Randy Turpin, one-time 
world middleweight cham- 
pion, was fined $44.40 and 
$14 costs for reckless driv- 
ing in Oxford, England. 


% Maxine Sullivan, star of 
the recent Broadway play 
Take A Giant Step, will 
start a three-to-six months 
English tour Jan. 28. 


% Ruby Dandridge, the 
radio actress mother of film 
star Dorothy Dandridge, is 
Selling real estate with a 
Los Angeles realty firm. 
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% Perez Prado, Cuban mam- 
bo King, and his orchestra 
were signed to appear in 
the RKO movie, Big Rain- 
bow, starring Jane Russell, 
Gilbert Roland and Rich- 
ard Egan. 


% Eartha Kitt, singer-ac- | 


tress, said she will spend 
three months, July to Sep- 
tember, in Europe and re- 
turn to New York for re- 
hearsals of her role in the 
stage play, Miss Patterson. 


% Harry Belafonte, folk 
singer, recorded Acorn In 
The Meadow and Hold Him, 
Joe, both of which he sings 
in theatrical producer John 


M. Anderson’s Almanac in | 


New York. 


% J. C. Heard, drummer 
formerly with Jazz at the 
Philharmonic, remained in 
Japan after the troupe's 
tour there and is now ap. 
pearing regularly in a To 
kyo night club. 


% Earle Hyman signed for 
a role in Columbia Studio's 
forthcoming movie POW. 
He quit his role in The 
Story of Ruby Valentine, an 
all-Negro radio soap opera. 
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Negro Named Harvard Student Council Head 

Clifford L. Alexander, 20-year-old son 
of a New York City housing project 
manager, was elected president of the 
Harvard CoHege Student Council in 
Cambridge, Mass., and became the 
first Negro to be elected to that office. 
A junior majoring in government, 
Alexander will direct the council meet- 
ings and meet in executive session 
with college deans and the president 
on student matters. His father man- 
ages the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
housing development in New York. Clifford Alexander 


Toledo U. Admits Negro Coeds To Dormitories 
For the first time, Negro coeds at the University of 
Toledo (Ohio) are permitted to live in campus dormi- 
tories, a coliege official disclosed. Five Negro girls were 
quietly registered in the student dormitories this semester. 


Wi First Negro On Atlanta School Board: Dr. Rufus Clem- 
ent (2d from 1.), the first Negro to serve on the Atlanta 


(Ga.) Board of Education, meets with fellow board mem- 
bers (1. to r.) Mrs. Clifford Ragsdale, Neal Baldwin, 
Franklin Rogers and Devereaux McClatchey. 
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AME Bishop Presides Over Interracial Texas 

Bishop Joseph B. Gomez, head of 
the AME Church in Texas, presided 
over the first annual meeting of the 
interracial Texas Council of Churches 
in Austin, Texas, and was elected to 
the executive committee of the group 
which represents 1,100,000 Protestants. 
Bishop Gomez, who retired as vice- 
president of the organization, presided 
over the meeting because of the illness wil 
of council president M. E. Sadler. Bishop Gomez 


Parley 


Sunday Morning Segregation Doomed, Churches Say 

Sunday morning segregation is on the way out, officials 
of several church denominations announced in New York. 
Dr. J. Oscar Lee of the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the U. S. A., said a recent survey of 13,000 pre- 
dominantly white churches showed 9.8 per cent of them 
included non-whites as compared to 4.8 per cent five 
years ago. Roman Catholics also reported a “great 
amount” of progress in eliminating bias, and George K. 
Hunton of the Catholic Interracial Council said, “The 
whole trend is in the direction of complete integration.” 





Mormons Say Bible Curse Caused Jim Crow 


David O. McKay, president of the Church of Lat- 
ter Day Saints, explained in Capetown, South Africa, 
that no native can become a member of the priest- 
ly hierarchy of the Mormon Church because of the 
Biblical curse on Ham and his descendants. “For 
this reason,” McKay added, “we have confined our 
activity to Europeans, for otherwise it would just 
mean that we should be faced with the same prob- 
lems as your prime minister (Malan) has in segre- 
gation.” 
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Singer Mabel Scott Secretly Weds Nashville Cop 

Sexy song stylist, Mabel. Scott, for- 
mer wife of crooner Charles Brown, 
revealed in Los Angeles that she and 
Will Nathan Jr., a Nashville police- 
man, were married secretly last Nov. 8. 
Miss Scott said that she met her new 
husband while on a southern tour 
with the “Big Show.” During their 
courtship, the entertainer said that 
she appeared at a Nashville night club 
owned by Nathan’s father so that she §& 
could be near him. Mabel Scott 


Lady Barber Names L.A. Dentist In Paternity Suit 

An attractive Los Angeles lady barber filed suit against 
a dentist and his wife to restrain them from adopting her 
21-month-old son, and named the dentist as the child’s 
father. Miss Muriel Robinson said the child was born to 
her as the result of intimate relations with Dr. Booker T. 
Tucker in June, 1951. Miss Robinson’s suit declared that 
the dentist had “publicly acknowledged his fatherhood” 
and taken the child into his home with the consent of his 
wife, Charles Etta. Miss Robinson said she let Dr. Tucker 
have the child when he promised to rear it without seek- 
ing legal adoption. 











Jamaican Bride Late, Guests Riot 

In Kingston, Jamaica, police had to break up a 
mob that stormed the Moravian Church after the 
minister, Rev. S. U. Hastings, refused to perform 
a wedding when the bride showed up two hours late. 
Rev. Hastings said he married another couple while 
waiting for the first bride, and that by the time she 
did arrive, he was due at another ceremony. Wed- 
ding guests stormed the church and police were 
called to disperse them. Another minister married 
the couple. 


















DEAN DIXON DIVORCES N. Y. WIFE, 


Composer Dean Dixon has divorced his white Amer- 
ican wife, pianist Vivian Rifkin, and plans to marry 
Finnish Countess Mary Mandelin, JET has learned. 
Dixon, now conducting symphony orchestras in Swe- 
den, obtained a divorce in Copenhagen last Dec. 17. 
No date has been set for their wedding, but Dixon is 
expected to marry Mrs. Mandelin, wife of a Marine 
captain and mother of two children, as soon as she | 
and her husband are divorced. Dixon, 38, was married | 
to Vivian Rifkin, a concert pianist, in 1947 and they | 
have a daughter. 

The brilliant Negro composer was introduced to Mrs. 
Mandelin, a writer of three plays, while directing a 
concert for the Red Cross in Finland in 1951, and a 
romance began. A year later the couple narrowly es- 
caped death in an automobile crash on icy roads in 
Finland. Dixon suffered only minor injuries, but the 
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Countess Mary Mandelin, new bride-to-be, chats with composer. Dear 
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— 
WILL MARRY FINNISH COUNTESS 


countess was laid up for 10 days. Mrs. Mandelin is 
now writing a biography on her future husband. Dixon, 
at the age of 26, became the first Negro and the young- 
est conductor ever to lead the New York Philharmonic 
and the NBC Symphony orchestras. In Sweden, he has 
appeared as guest conductor of the Stockholm Philhar- 
monic Orchestra and co-director of the Gutenburg 
Symphony Orchestra. He will remain in Sweden for 
the duration of the musical season, and go to South 
America in the spring, it was reported. 

In New York, Vivian Dixon denied that she and 
Dean are divorced. Said she: “We are still very much 
married.” Despite her denial, JET learned that at- 
torneys for the couple exchanged legal divorce papers 
in mid-December. Dixon and his countess bride-to-be 
have announced wedding plans in both Copenhagen 
and Helsinki. 























Ky. Woman Gives Birth To 20th Child 

The wife of a Covington, Ky., bricklayer, Mrs. Edward 
Pitter, 40, gave birth to her 20th child—a boy. Four of 
the Bitter children, including a set of twins, are dead. 
The others, 10 boys and six girls, range in age from 17 
months to 24 years. 


Miss. Hushand Killed In Gun Duel With Rival 

A 33-year-old husband, who came home unexpectedly at 
6:15 a.m., in Arcola, Miss., was killed in a shotgun duel. 
Mrs. Elmer Pool told police that her husband, Will, had 
been living in Greenville since their separation several 
months ago. When he came into the house with a shot- 
gun in his hand, she ran from the house, and later heard 
two gun blasts. she said. Pool died en route to a hospital. 
The second man, Ed Mason, 36, was wounded in the neck 
and shoulder. He will be charged with murder. 


Wife Of Dayton Prosecutor Sues For Divorce 

City Prosecutor Arthur O. Fisher was sued for divorce 
by his socialite wife, Katherine, in Dayton, Ohio. Mrs. 
Fisher filed suit last year, but dropped it when she 
learned her husband was under consideration for the 
municipal post. She is a member of Cincinnati’s promi- 
nent Crosby family. 


Baltimore Social Worker Divorces Football Coach 
Baltimore social worker, Cleota Minor Brayboy, di- 

vorced her husband, Jack, a Johnson C. Smith University 

football coach, testifying that he was a “poor provider.” 


Philadelphia Truck Driver Leaves 3 Widows 

A 64-year-old truck criver died in Philadelphia, leaving 
three widows. Found i:. the personal effects of Samuel 
Johnson were marriage licenses naming Mrs. Mary John- 
son of Greenville, S. C., whom he married in 1913, and 
Mrs. Inez Johnson, his bride since 1943. In addition, a 
sister of Johnson said that he had married a third wife 
sometime between 1913 and 1943. No evidence of divorces 
was found. Johnson left $4,750 in insurance and a cat to 
Mrs. Inez Johnson. 























Expectant Mother On Trial For Slaying Lover 

A 26-year-old expectant mother went on trial in De- 
troit for the murder of her sweetheart, whom she caught 
in his bedroom with another woman. Police said that Miss 
Myrtle Frierson shot Thomas Evans, 40, with a rifle the 
day after she surprised him in his home with another 
woman whom he told her he planned to marry. He 
promised Miss Frierson he would support her unborn 
child, however, police said. Evans was slain while paint- 
ing his bathroom. 


N. C. Man Charred With Raving Dauchter, 15 

A father of eight children in Lumberton, N. C., was 
charged with incest and rape of his 15-year-old daughter. 
The girl said her father, Lonnie Ratliff, forced her to sub- 
mit to him in a barn near their home on Dec. 29 by threat- 
ening her with a knife, held at her throat. The father 
was held without bond. 


mi: r , Ss 
Wl Climax 60-Year-Old Romance: James Lawson and Mrs. 
Eliza Coles, both 80, who were in love 60 years ago, but did 
not marry, were wed in Columbus, Ohio. Mrs. Coles turned 
down Lawson’s proposal when they were 20 because he 
wanted “an angel.” Both married, but their mates died. 
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For 30 years, a hefty Mississippi woman lived as a man, 
sternly bossing a 10-acre farm and caring for an attrac- 
tive, cream-colored “wife” and her daughter by a previ- 
ous marriage. When the “man” died two years ago, an 
amazed undertaker discovered that Pete Bell was really 
a woman. 

At the wife’s request, the masquerade was hushed and 
the burial certificate listed no sex. The widow explained 
that her husband was an unwanted child who adopted 
mannish poses and attitudes in order to please a father 
who wanted a male heir. Incredulous citizens in the 
small town pooh-poohed the report, claiming, “old Pete 
just couldn’t have fooled me.” 

The deception which characterized Pete Bell’s life 
mirrors the problems of hundreds of women who are 
trapped in the half-shadow, no-man’s land of the man- 
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woman. Despised by society, they travel an uncharted 
road which often leads to a jail cell. 

Very often the masquerade is only uncovered by an 
accident or a necessary visit to a doctor. After an auto- 
mobile accident, Cincinnati doctors discovered that 
“Charlie Harris’—who had posed as a man for 45 years 
—was a woman. Harris’ true sex was revealed to a wom- 
an who knew her as her stepfather. Mrs. Ida Belle Redd 
said Harris (who died recently in Cincinnati at the age 
of 107) married her mother in 1902. 

At the other end of the spectrum are part-time men: 
women who for various reasons reject feminine roles and, 
while retaining female trappings, compete with men for 
jobs—and other women. These “sometime women” feel 
contempt for girlish pursuits. Some are athletic women; 
others intellectual or executive types. 

One of these is a famous Harlem woman executive, at- 
tractive and youngish, who rejected femininity for a 
manlike existence. She attends stag parties, takes an 
active part in jokes aimed at “silly, gullible’ women. Her 
constant companion is an attractive secretary who shares 
her lavish, one-bedroom apartment. 

Problems posed by man-like women are so deep that 
the public has hardly be- ag 
gun to understand them. 
Doctors and psychiatrists 
are co-ordinating their 
work in the light of new 
psycho-sexual findings. 
Their research indicates 
that operations and psy- 
chiatric treatment can free 
many women of maleness 
caused by an imbalance of 
female and male hormones. 

Other cases may prove 
more difficult, although ex- 
tended psychiatric treat- 
ment may cure those whose female sweetheart. 








Leatrice Calloway killed her 
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Parents Often Cause Male Tendencies In Child 
maladjustment started in childhood. Parents, fathers 
particularly, often drive girls to the brink of abnormality. 
Stuck with an unwanted daughter, they force the young- 
ster to play rough and impress upon her mind a love for 
everything masculine. Later, these same parents are 
furious when the girl rejects masculine suitors. Without 
adequate guidance, the girl will become a jealous, pos- 
sessive man-woman facing the frustration of living in a 
society which in most instances has not provided an an- 
swer to her problem. 
: This type of jealousy is 
often reflected in police 
records. In Detroit, Lea- 
trice Calloway, 21, was sen- 
tenced to 10-20 years for 
the murder of her female 
“sweetheart” Marion Ware. 
Miss Calloway said she shot 
Miss Ware for dating a 
man. Ohio was shocked by 
a similar love slaying. Mrs. 
Evelyn Butler, 25-year-old 
mother of two children, 
was sentenced to the elec- 
tric chair for strangling 
and drowning Mrs. Evelyn 
Clark. Testimony indicated 
that the two women had been lovers. Mrs. Clark 

has appealed the death verdict. 

The lives of some strange women, however, have 
happy endings. Gladys Bentley, entertainer, says 
injections of female sex hormones three times a 
week hastened her return to womanhood. 

Now writing a book on her experiences in the 
“twilight zone of sex,” Mrs. Bentley—who is hap- 
pily married to a West Coast cook—said: “I want 
the world to know that those of us who have taken 
the unusual paths to love are not hopeless.” 








Sex hormones elped Gladys 
Bentley return to womanhood. 
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BLUDGEON OF THE WEEK. During a drinking 
party in her white sweetheart’s Detroit apart- 
ment, Miss Geneva Campbell, 44, became involved in an 
argument with him and was clubbed into unconscious- 
ness. Police later learned that the weapon John Otto, 54, 
used was a toilet plunger. 
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EMBRACE OF THE WEEK. A 36-year-old shoe 
repairman, Homer Jackson of Washington, D. C., 
explained to a judge how he “accidentally” cut his com- 
mon-law wife, Julia Smith, 40. Said he: “When I came in 
from work, I had the knife in my hand. We embraced, 
and she was cut about the stomach.” 


EXPLANATION OF THE WEEK. Charged with 
the theft of a pound of sausage from a Chicago 
grocery store, James D. Pitts, 39, had a ready explanation. 
Declared Pitts: “A clerk said, ‘Why don’t you try some of 
this at home?’ So my brother, Theodore, took some to try, 
and I was carrying it for him when I was arrested.” 


CURSE OF THE WEEK. When 60-year-old Ar- 
thur Moore found several small blue stones on 
his porch in Tampa, Fla., and was visited almost imme- 
diately by an unidentified “spiritualist,” who warned him 
of a curse, Moore gave the “spiritualist” $355 to lift the 
hex. Still feeling woozy later, Moore went to police, who 
searched unsuccessfully for the “spiritualist.” Three days 
later, Moore died of a stroke. 
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INVITATION OF THE WEEK. In Pittsburgh, Pa., 
police Lt. William Jordan found a printed card 
reading: “If you want to gamble, go to 2116 Wylie Ave. and 
ring the bell three times.” Jordan and some fellow officers 
did. They seized James Moss, seven visitors, whisky, money 
and cards. 
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1% % %% TRAFFIC ACCIDENT OF THE WEEK. In St. 
= == tfouis, Mo., Miss Pearlie Johnson borrowed car 
keys from a friend to get something from his automobile. 
Moments later, Miss Johnson, who had driven only once 
before, started the motor and drove the car into another 
owned by Alfred M. Sandweg Jr. When she attempted to 
back up to discuss the accident, she lost control, ran down 
Sandweg and his three-year-old son, Alfred III, killing 
the youth and sending the father to a hospital. 


36 “% HOT ARGUMENT OF THE WEEK. In Denver, 
<=” Colo., Theodore Sanders, 42, and his wife, Laura, 
were having differences. During the heat of an argu- 
ment over a separation, Mrs. Sanders got out of bed and 
went into the kitchen. Moments later she returned with 
a pot of boiling hot water, doused it on her husband. 


- RUSTLERS OF THE WEEK. In Tennessee, police 
<2 =’ = srrested Sam Wesley Jr., 20, of Ripley, and Kim- 
prough McCain, 36, and Walter Shaw, 32, on strange 
charges. They were accused of rustling coon dogs. 


% MODEST MAN OF THE WEEK. In Baltimore, 
Se se” Horry E. Lonesome, 22, was sentenced to two 
years in jail for assaulting a stranger, Johnnie McDowell. 
Explained Lonesome: “He whistled at me like I was a girl. 
I only assaulted him because I was embarrassed.” Mc- 
Dowell also was robbed of $3. 


*% 1% §UICIDE OF THE WEEK. After failing in an at- 
<2 =” =’ tempt to shoot her husband, Percy, Mrs. Ruth 
Singleton, a 28-year-old Los Angeles housewife, wrote a 
note declaring that she “hated her husband’s guts,” then 
shot herself to death with a .38-caliber pistol. 


Se LIGHT OF THE WEEK. While lying under an 
Se ie Se oxygen tent for treatment for bronchial pneu- 
monia in a Chicago hospital, Mrs. Loretta Wold, 50, 
yearned for a smoke. Ignoring red “No Smoking” signs 
and the warnings of a nurse, she lighted a match. The 
large supply of oxygen inside the tent ignited the bed- 
ding and Mrs. Wold burned to death. 
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‘~ RETURNED HERO OF THE 
se de i WEEK. Just back from a 
train trip, Pullman porter LeRoy Gra- 
ham, 43, of Washington, D. C., tele- 
phoned firemen after his daughter 
Blanche, 8, shouted that a neighbor’s 
house was ablaze. Then Graham, his 
son, LeRoy Jr., and Walter A. Stewart 
Jr., both 18, raced to the burning 
home. The senior Graham climbed a 
ladder and rescued five children, ages 
two to 12, from the second floor. Heat 
and smoke then beat him back, and a 
sixth child of Mr. and Mrs. Aaron _ LeRoy Graham 

Thomas, who were away at the time, died in the blaze. 
Five years ago, the heroic, 145-pound Graham and a 
neighbor pulled a 200-pound man from a burning house. 


. CLUE OF THE WEEK. When 24-year-old Morris 
he ie eg Shephard Jr. of Rollins, Ill., attempted to rape a 
young woman in a downtown Chicago theater, then 
grabbed her wrist watch and fled, he dropped a perfect 
clue for police: a pawn ticket bearing his name and ad- 
dress. 





ROMANCE OF THE WEEK. In Detroit, Mich., 
she irr Miss Ida Beard, 42, made a sorrowful discovery: 
her sweetheart of four years was a married man. So she 
called it quits to her affair with 41-year-old Joe Ragland. 
But Ragland had different ideas, became angry when she 
refused to talk to him, and shot her through the top of 
the head. Police, however, were only able to charge Rag- 
land with possessing an unregistered gun and fine him 
$5, because Miss Beard, remembering their long romance, 
refused to prosecute. 

QUICK CAPTURE OF THE WEEK. In New 
sae stat shar Orleans, La., bandit Mason Turner, 24, bran- 
dished a gun ata tobacco firm partner, was handed an 
envelope with $438.30 in it, and escaped with the front 
door key. Four minutes later, radio car policemen 
arrested him. 
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Protest $1,500.000 Grant To Biased Tex. Hospital 


The Washington NAACP asked the Department of 
Health, Welfare and Education to veto a proposed $1,- 
500,000 grant to the Houston (Tex.) City Hospital which 
bars Negro doctors from its staff. The NAACP backed the 
Houston Negro Medical Society which had asked the de- 
partment to insert an anti-segregation clause in the grant. 
The department said such action would be “unlawful.” 
To practice at the Houston City hospital, doctors must be 
members of the white medical society which bars Negroes. 


New Drugs Fail To Halt African Deaths 


Antibiotic drugs have failed to reduce the high death 
rate of African natives, newly-issued mortality figures in- 
dicate. Pneumonia, the scourge of Negroes who leave 
hotter climates to seek jobs in the gold mines near Jo- 
hannesburg, is still the principal cause of death among 
African natives, the statistics showed. Officials said na- 
tive miners who make 50 cents a day cannot afford warm 
clothing for cold weather. 








HIGH DEATH RATE OF NEGRO TOTS 


More Negro babies than white babies died in Chicago 
during the latter part of 1953 for the first time in the 
city’s history, health officials revealed. Pointing out that 
36 Negro babies and 24 white babies died in August, Dr. 
Herman N. Bundesen, head of the Chicago Health De- 
partment, said the trend continued in September and 
October. Alarmed, Dr. Bundesen called in his staff (in- 
cluding two high-ranking Negroes, John B. Cooper and 
Mrs. Helen Jones) and ordered an all-out fight to reduce 
the Negro infant mortality rate which is fast becoming 4 
national problem. 

Figures released by the National Office of Vital Sta- 
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#1 Mississippi Nurse Heads Mixed Staff: Head nurse Mattie 
Rundles (seated), meets with her mixed staff of nurses 
who care for tuberculosis ward at Veterans Administra- 
tion Hospital in Jackson, Miss. Standing (1. to r.): Su- 
pervisor Hilma Fraiser, nurses Margaret Ward, May E. 
Lockett and Inez Kelley, and aide Hezekiah M. Jones. 
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POSES NATIONAL HEALTH PROBLEM 


tistics indicate that the infant mortality rate among 
lower-income Negroes, living in dirty, crowded slums, is 
increasing at a rapid pace. In 1950, for instance, the 
death rate for Negro babies in the U. S. was 43.9 deaths 
for each 1,000 live births as compared to a 26.8 rate for 
whites. 

In most cities, the problem centers in Negro ghettos 
where 72 per cent of the Negro babies die of some infec- 
tion—49 per cent of these, deaths are attributed to pneu- 
monia. Health authorities believe that these deaths can 
only be decreased by better pre-natal care for mothers, 
and closer supervision of newborn babies. 
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PRESS DIGEST 


Mister Jelly Lord In SAGA: Writer Frederic Ramsey Jr., re- 
calls in a Saga article the life and times of Jelly Roll 
Morton, a fabulously colorful pianist, who was one of the 
originators of jazz. Before Morton died in 1941, he had 
composed 128 jazz tunes and recorded 182 titles plus a 
chronicle of his life for the Library of Congress. Morton, 
Ramsey writes, “gave jazz its greatest boost, while throw- 
ing away a million dollars.” Born Ferdinand Joseph Mor- 
ton, the pioneer jazzman started his career in 1902 in a 
segregated, red-light district in New Orleans. Later, in 
the twenties, Morton hit his peak in Chicago and his com- 
positions, Jelly Roll Blues, King Porter Stomp, became 
national favorites. Writer Ramsey says the Jelly Roll 
Morton Red Hot Peppers band was “playing the best dates 
everywhere, with every date a guaranteed $1,500 or 
$1,600.” In the thirties, however, Morton’s career took a 


downward turn, and although he once carried $3,000 rolls 
and sported a big diamond in one of his teeth, Morton 
died broke in a Los Angeles hospital. 


New Faces In Boxing In RING: A 6-foot-3, 215-pound Cuban, 
Nino Valdes, is named by writer Jersey Jones as the 
fighter who made the most progress in boxing circles in 
1953. In an article, entitled “Most Progress By . . . Valdes,” 
Jones writes that Valdes vaulted from “comparative ob- 
scurity to the eminent position of main contender for 
boxing’s richest prize, the heavyweight championship.” 
In 1953, Valdes won the Cuban heavyweight champion- 
ship, stunned the boxing world by decisioning former 
champion Ezzard Charles, later knocked out Heinz Neu- 
haus, the European champion, in Dortmund, Germany. 
Now 28, Valdes has been fightimg since he was 14. But, 
comments Jones, “nobody has paid much attention to 
him.” Writer Jones also lists Floyd Patterson, former 
Olympic middleweight champion now campaigning in 
heavier divisions, as a topflight newcomer. 
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THE WEEK'S 
"BEST PHOTOS 


Wi Lovebirds?: Eartha Kitt, who says she isn’t talking, and 
suitor Sammy Davis, who says he is in love, dance cheek- 
to-cheek at a Hollywood night club. Neither of them has 
denied reports that they will marry in June. Sammy said 
their romance began during a San Francisco meeting. 
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Bertrund Mies 
WA Swimming Partners: Her pet dog and constant swim- 
ming companion atop her back, pretty Helen Bush gets 
ready to dive into a pool in Miami, Fla. Curvaceous Mrs. 
Bush is a physical education teacher at Miamis Dorsey 
High School and the mother of a five-year-old daughter. 
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Dallas Morning News 
Wi Texas Whoppers: Twenty pounds of home-grown tur- 
nips, the largest weighing six pounds, are exhibited by 
Macon Ganther, a Dallas, Tex., courthouse employee. 
Ganther raised the giant turnips on a Bear Creek farm 
seven miles from Grand Prairie. He also grows them 
near courthouse. 
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" Haitian ‘Minute Man’ Refights Great Battle: A charging 
Haitian “minute man” re-enacts the Battle of Vertieres— 
in which the islanders defeated the armies of Napoleon— 
during the 150th anniversary celebration of the republic’s 


independence. Some of the mock war scenery collapsed 
before battle. 
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Leo Petillon, Governor-General of the Belgian Congo: 
“It is dangerous to educate Africans. It is much more 
dangerous not to educate them.” 


Boxer Bob Satterfield, explaining his second-round knock- 
out by Ezzard Charles: “Like any normal person, at 9 
o’clock I took off my clothes, put on my robe, stepped into 
the ring—and four minutes later I was sound asleep.” 


James (Junior) Gilliam, Brooklyn Dodger baseball star, 
to reporters after being selected National League rookie 
of the year: “The name’s Jim and Junior is just for kids.” 


Laura Z. Hobson, columnist, criticizing those who “red 
smear” people who dare fight bigotry and prejudice: “If 
racial and religious prejudice make me sick, am I sup- 
posed to shut my mouth and destroy my typewriter for- 
ever because the party line talks against it—even while 
the news from Russia and her satellites gives increasing 
evidence of anti-Semitism growing there.” 


Mrs. Helen Miller, wife of the late famous bandleader 
Glenn Miller: “All musicians, if they are great, respect 
one another, regardless of creed or color. Without Negro 
musicians, we’d never have had jazz.” 


‘General China,’ Mau Mau leader, de- 
manding self-government for Africans 
in a letter to a Kenya newspaper edi- 
tor: “Unless we get that (self-govern- 
ment), the war will go on forever.” 


Nat (King) Cole, after a Frank Sin- 
atra-Ava Gardner spat threatened to 
ruin a proposed recording of himself, 
Marie Cole, Sinatra and Ava singing 
as a quartet: “Either change it to a 
two-part harmony for my wife and me, z , 
or switch it to a four-part discord.” Nat Cole 
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<> MODERN LIVING 


(Glamorous 
Cocktail Hats 


The right hat for dress or 
cocktail wear is a must in 
every well-groomed wom- 
an’s wardrobe. After the 
clock strikes five, a hat 
takes on new light and 
more glitter and glamor is 
worn. The smart pieces of 
fluffy headgear on this 
page, designed by Mildred 
Blount, and worn with jew- 
















Black satin coachman’s cha- els, lace and other trim- 
peau is worn with mesh veil. 


ming are in style all year. 





Pleated, orange-toned chiffon Tiny hat of pearl iridescent 
hat is worn with scarf. sequins sits forward on head. 
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Japanese coolie influence is 
shown in this black chiffon 
with lace appliqued flowers. 
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‘Show Off Gloves Match Chie Hats 













Black suede gloves comple- 
ment black-sequined hat. 


In keeping with the gay 
trend in cocktail acces- 
sories, gloves—many made 
of the same material as 
the hats—are designed to 
match the chic hats. Both 
wong and short versions, 
with trimming of brilliants, 
lace, feathers or flowers, are 
shown. JET’s gloves are by’ 
Athelina Latham. 
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Blount creation of gold brccade 
satin has matching gloves. 
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WEDDING BELLES a rash of wedding announcements 
broke the post-holiday calm of Paltimore’s elite, with 
pretty and popular Sandra Sheppard declaring herself to 
Joseph A. Rhinehart. Sandra, a Howard U. social work 
student, will wed Rhinehart, a junior in dentistry at 
Howard, this Easter ...And Doris Rideout, of Balti- 
more’s schoolmarm circle, is enjoying her first weeks of 
marital life with pharmacist Dr. Clarence E. Reynolds. 
. . . Los Angeles socialites are buzzing about the surprise 
engagements of pretty Donzella Coulter and Jean Young. 
Cover girl Donzella accepted a sparkler from New York’s 
Dr. Murdock Whatton, and Jean won wealthy Dr. A. W. 
Beale of Houston’s fabulous medical family. 


W Beaux Arts 
Fairy: Mrs. 
Othella John- 
son, with fairy 
wings and magic 
wand, gives a 
preview of the 
costume she will 
wear at the 14th 
anniversary 
Story Book Ball 
to be given by 
the National 
Urban League 
Guild in New 
York Feb. 5. 
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#3 Mad Hatters: Five matrons who took top honors at the 
first annual Mad Hatters Ball, given by the Moles, Inc., 
a woman’s social club in Winston-Salem, N. C., display 
their prize-winning hats. They are (1. to r.): Mesdames 
W. H. Meroney, A. T. Harrington, H. T. Allen, J. T. Diggs, 
Jr., and C. I. Sawyer. 


PARTY FARE On San Francisco’s Telegraph Hill, the 
Till D. Toms sipped champagne and chatted with selected 
guests while entertaining Dr. and Mrs. John Burke of 
Forest City, Ark. ...and only a few days before some 
800 enthusiasts braved a biting rain to join the Jacks and 
Jills at a dance recital. Highlight of the affair was a pro- 
gram presented by dancing kiddies from the interracial 
Peters Wright School. Orchids for producing the affair 
went to Mesdames Charlotte Poole, Clyde Bonner, Andrew 
Howard and R. J. Reynolds who channeled proceeds to 
the March of Dimes campaign . . . Downstate in Los An- 
geles, party goers are awaiting the national Jack and Jill 
dance at the Hotel Cosmopolitan ... And wealthy hotel 
owner William Watkins, and his attractive wife Bernice 
took over Golden State Insurance Company’s banquet 
room, invited some 200 guests to welcome Capt. Walter 
Loving and his missus back from Japan .. . Breakfast 
with champagne was the attraction in Birmingham when 
Dr. and Mrs. Columbia Claybourne entertained for Chi- 
cago, Minneapolis and Jacksonville guests . . . Chica- 














goans are still talking about the plush, fulldress Royalites 


party, an annual af- 
fair given by Rev. 
Clarence H. Cobbs, 
pastor of First Church 
of Deliverance, in his 
21-room mansion. It 
attracted nearly 400 
persons in Chicago, 
many of whom came 
from as far away as 
Detroit and Washing- 
ton, D.C. 


Attorney and Mrs. Euclid L. Taylor 
were among party guests. 


Rev, Mattie Thornton, Rev. Clarence H. Cobbs and Miss Mattie 
Anderson pause for chat during gala affair. 
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STORY OF THE WEEK Mrs. Marie Poston, wife of news- 
paperman Ted Poston, was entertaining members of 
“The Club” at an exclusive party at her swank Brooklyn 
home when a group of disheveled and hungry looking 
men showed up begging for food. Although puzzled, she 
gave them a few sandwiches and a few dollars and they 
departed. She later learned that an ex-member of the 
club, angry because she was not invited, had phoned the 
Salvation Army and asked them to send around some 
needy men. The address she gave was Mrs. Poston’s. 
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COCKTAIL CHIT CHAT When Baltimore’s young Lin- 
wood Kogers planned a small buffet for Brooklyn, N. Y., 
Atty. Thomas Jones and his wife, Bertha, they expected 
only a handful of guests. A half-dozen hours and many 
champagne glasses later, the Kogers counted more than 
100 guests . . . Chief conversation piece of Houstonites 
at informal gatherings is the new children’s book by 
school teacher, Elmita Wallace Stewart. It is entitled, 
The Lucky Children. 
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STAG LINE Rumors are flying about Philadelphia's 
Louise Warrick-Chippy Berry romance. Talk of “they 
are married—they are to be married” has been sizzling 
over East Coast wires. But Alton (“Chippy” to his 
friends) , told a woman confident: “I’m still in the market. 
When you find a girl with a million dollars let me know.” 
... Air Force Captain John “Mr. Death” Whitehead, 
World War II ace, who is currently testing Jets for the 
Air Force at Northrop Aircraft Company near Los Ange- 
les, was guest of honor at a party in the Westside home 
of playboy Al Glober. More than 100 of the city’s top 
drawer younger socialites arrived early and stayed until 
the following day. Among sippers of the potent cham- 
pagne punch were glamorous WAC Lt. Vera Hoderick, 
pretty models LaRue Anderson, Isabelle Hill, Pat Pres- 
cott and Joan Souther, escorted by vacationing University 
of California medical student Price Cobbs. 
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| death ... Dr. Francis C. Summer, 58, 














Died: 


J. Leonard Lewis, 48, president of the 
National Negro Insurance Assn.; after an 
operation; at Mayo Clinic, Rochester, 
Minn. A native of Jacksonville, Fla., Lewis 
was a member of a family that has been 
in the insurance field for three genera- 
tions. His grandfather, the late Dr. A. L. 
Lewis, founded the Afro-American Life In- 
surance Co. Lewis was president at his 





Howard University psychology professor 
for 28 years; of a heart attack while 
shoveling snow; at his Washington home .. . Rev. Walter 
M. Davis, 79, retired Baptist minister and father of Dr. 
Walter S. Davis, president of Tennessee A. & I. State 
Univ.; of diseases incident to old age; at his Canton, Miss., 
home ... Calvin Anderson, 59, Baltimore Liquor Board in- 
spector; of a heart attack; at his Baltimore home... 
Dr. R. E. G. Armattoe, 40, anthropologist, physician and 
author of Accra, Gold Coast, Africa; of undisclosed causes; 
in Hamburg, Germany ... Mrs. Laura Fields, 77, mother 
of blues singer Alberta Hunter; of diseases incident to old 
age; at New York’s Harlem Hospital. 


Dr. Summer 


Railroad Worker Wins Case Against Jim Crow Union 


Alva Fulwood, 30-year-old Pennsylvania Railroad em- 
ployee who refused to pay dues to a Jim Crow union de- 
spite threats of being fired, was upheld in his case by 
the superintendent of the terminal in Philadelphia. Ful- 
wood, rather than join the Jim Crow local of the Brother- 
hood of Railway and Steamship Clerks, sent his money 
to the union’s national headquarters, whose officials re- 
turned the dues and ordered that he be fired. 
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PEOPLE ARE 


‘PRED PRESCSSE SS ES SPS SOSCTSS SE SIE LEP LSSE SSS S & 


<The latest development in the marriage of Harlem 
show producer and ex-dancer Charlie Banks to Helen 
Leidesdorf Sonnenborn, heiress to a multi-million dollar 
real estate fortune. Banks got a Negro lawyer, Edward 
Jacko, to revoke a power-of-attorney over his wife’s 
money, held by her father, S. D. Leidesdorf. The lat- 
ter, a CPA, owns whole blocks on Park Avenue. Wall 
Street lawyers are now reported trying to “get to” that 
“smart young” Negro after hearing that Banks’ next 
step is to demand an accounting of the loot. 


sReports that Lena Horne pianist Luther Henderson 
and his wife have cooled toward one another. 


>Memphis newspaper columnist and radio show direc- 
tor Frankelle Robinson, who was secretly married to 
Mirault Ford Wand of St. Louis in Hernando, Miss. 
Among the disappointed: Eddie (disc jockey) Teamer 
and Henry Edmonds, who came down from Anchorage, 
Alaska, for the holidays only to find his love had flown. 


*kThat Sugar Hill (Harlem) House of Pleasure for women 
only. The exclusive “clientele” ranges from barmaids 
to society dowagers. It’s the biggest scandal in town! 


>kThat rocking after-hours party in Birmingham that 
*“ended when disc jockey Eddie (WEDR) Castleberry 
broke the nose of a guy who made fun of Eddie’s girl 
friend’s picture. 


>kBaltimore’ s Phil Dixon, an insurance salesman, whose 
leg was broken in an auto accident. Phil had no insur- 
ance on himself although he was selling it to others. 


s-That New England newspaperwoman who is flooding 
“Winston-Salem, N. C., with reports that she is engaged 
to a prominent AMEZ bishop. 
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TALKING ABOUT 


PSE EPES SC CSTE STL SP EREL SES EEE SESS SESE RT EST ESE GY 


* The ex-wife of that famed radio preacher of western 
New York, who has organized a Philadelphia male 
gospel singing group, each member of which is said to 
have hair as long as a woman’s. 


oe The $45,000 in hits that bigtime Chicago clearing house 
banker nonchalantly paid out when “367” fell out 
cold. Joe Louis, just back in town, won enough on his 
favorite combination to buy a new Cadillac, while tav- 
ern owner Rose Bell and sportswoman Bertha Round- 
tree each hauled down $500. 


* How members of Houston’s $500,000 air-conditioned St. 
John Baptist Church passed up a flock of leading 
southern clerics, including a Texas State U. Ph.D. to 
pick “a man of the people” from a neighborhood press- 
ing shop as their pastor. He is the Rev. M. M. Malone 
who, at 30, heads one of the top pastorates in Dixie. 


os Jaguar-driving Los Angeles playboy who will be 
a papa soon—only “weeks” after he and his bride got 
the marriage license. 


sf The Mary Cunningham stinko in New York. She is the 
Brandford Model who shot and killed her “behind-the- 
house” lover, Lewis (father of 5) Hunt. She publicly 
thanked her friends “who came to my side when I 
needed help” through the weekly newspapers. It came 
out that these “friends” who were said to have gotten 
“either or else” phone calls after Mary got out of the 
jug on bail, included two former world champion box- 
ers, the ex-manager of one of them; an ex-Army officer 
who was press agent for a bigtime AME bishop, three 
tavern owners and a married numbers banker. All 

coughed up plenty to help pay her bills. 
—DaNn BURLEY 
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Declare Mistrial In D. C. ‘leaning’ Assault Case 

A mistrial was declared in the jury trial of Joseph E. 
Taylor, 29, a Washington, D. C., fireman charged last No- 
vember with assault by “leaning” against a white Hecht 
Company store clerk, Mrs. Marion Steele. A new trial 
was Set for Feb. 9. 


5 Texans Seized In $280,000 Dope Ring 

Three women carrying pure Mexican heroin worth be- 
tween $280,000 and $432,000 were seized as they alighted 
from a bus in Houston. Six hours later, Federal customs 
agents arrested Arthur J. Pegues, 24, identified as the 
“brains” of the smuggling ring, as he arrived on a bus 
from San Antonio. Another man, Junius Harris, 26, was 
held under suspicion of being a bus companion of Pegues. 
The women were Mrs. Alma Morton, 45; Mrs. Henrietta 
McCarthy, 32, and Mrs. Terrell Caradine, 24. 


Chicago Mother Gets 10 Dave For Hitting Teacher 

A Chicago moth- : 
er who hit her 
daughter’s school 
teacher with a pop 
bottle was sen- 
tenced to 10 days 
in jail and put on 
probation for a 
year. The mother, 
Mrs. Rosie Patter- 
son, 40, struck Mrs. 
Sybil L. Dungee, 30, 
because Mrs. Dun- 
gee removed the 
child’s wet snow- 
suit and gave her a 
smock to wear. The 
first grader went 
home in the smock 
unnoticed. Mrs. Patterson in jail. 
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Miss. Vet Kills 3 Whites: Vows To Get 4th 

A trick-shooting World War II veteran shot and 
killed three white men and wounded three others 
near Lexington, Miss., after vowing to take “four 
white men to hell with me.” Eddie Noel, 28, who 
kept his shooting eye sharp by blasting paper 
matches out of his wife’s teeth with a .22-caliber 
rifle, first killed a store owner during an argument. 
When a sheriff and his deputy went to arrest Noel, 
he shot the deputy to death. A 400-man posse was 
formed, and as three of its members surprised Noel 
at a cabin, one was slain and the other two wounded. 
Later. Noel wounded another posse member then 
vanished into rain-swept woods as his home was 
burned down. 

















$5.000 Reward Offered For Slayer Of Georgia Man 

A white Birmingham ex-lottery king offered a $5,000 
reward for conviction of the killer of Charlie McKinnon, 
a Pelham, Ga., Negro slated as a principal witness against 
him in a lottery case. McKinnon’s bullet-riddled body was 
found in a ditch. Attorneys for Winston Reynolds, who is 
offering the reward, said that because it has been inti- 
mated that he may have been connected with the slaying, 
it is now impossible for their client to get a fair trial. 


$34,000 Of $160,000 D. C. Theft Still Missing 

Secret Service agents reported more than $34,000 of the 
$160,000 stolen in the U. S. Bureau of Engraving robbery 
still missing. A hundred $20 bills were reported spent 
in Baltimore, but none have turned up there. Meanwhile, 
authorities learned that James R. Landis, key figure in 
the theft, had the money as early as Dec. 29, three days 
before the robbery was believed to have occurred. One 
of the six persons arrested, Charles H. Nelson, 27, was 
sentenced to 20 days for assault and battery for beating 
George F. (Blue Heaven) Blake, 29, whom Nelson accused 
of telling police that he was passing some of the stolen 
cash. 
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Girl, 18, Guilty Of Trying To Kill White Teacher 

An 18-year-old Philadelphia girl, Mary Burton, was con- 
victed of trying to kill her white teacher, Miss Ruth 
Swoyer, during a classroom session at a girls’ school last 
October. A 14-year-old girl student was also cut during 
the incident. The judge withheld sentence, pending a 
psychiatric examination of the girl. 


Chicago Motorist, Fined $5,349, Freed From Jail 

The -27-year-old Chicago motorist, Jerry Leverson, who 
was fined $5,349 for 71 traffic violations, was freed from 
jail after serving more than four months when it was 
agreed that sentences against him could not stand be- 
cause papers were not properly signed. Leverson had 
served out the largest single fine, $100, and the remainder 
were dismissed. His combined fine had been the largest 
ever imposed for traffic violations. 


Georgia Chain Gang Fugitive Appeals Extradition 

A Georgia fugitive, who escaped from chain gangs three 
times while serving a life sentence for murder, appealed 
to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to save him from 
extradition to Georgia. The man, Edward Brown, 40, was 
last captured in Philadelphia in 1952, and has been con- 
fined to Philadelphia County Jail. His attorney contends 
that Brown was brutally tortured by Georgia prison au- 
thorities. 


5 Girls Name Crippled Md. Laborer As Attacker 

Frank Smith, alias “One-Ear” Smith, a 55-year-old 
crippled Baltimore construction worker, was accused by 
five young girls of criminally assaulting them during the 
past two years. A 14-year-old girl claimed Smith was the 
father of her six-month-old son; her 12-year-old sister, 
three months pregnant, also named Smith, and three 
other girls, ranging in ages from 9 to 13, also accused him 
of rape. Said Smith, who is crippled in both feet and 
whose right ear is missing: “All I can say is to ask for 
the mercy of the court.” 
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‘SPORTS * 
Norwegian Runner Defends Mal Whitfield 

Olympic champion Mal Whitfield was defended against 
Amateur Athletic Union charges of “unsportsmanlike con- 
duct” during a European tour last year by a Norwegian 
runner, who said Whitfield was “almost kidnapped ‘and 
ordered to compete” in certain races. The Norwegian, 
1000-meter champion Audun Boysen, said European ath- 
letic officials had no right to accuse either Whitfield or 
Wes Santee, another American who is being investigated 
by the AAU, of “wilful conduct.” 


Tunnell Aids East In Victory Over West 

Emlen Tunnell, ace defensive halfback from the New 
York Giants, intercepted two passes and made crushing 
tackles at crucial points to help assure the East a 20 to 9 
victory over the West in fourth annual Pro Bowl game 
at Los Angeles. San Francisco’s fullback Joe Perry scored 
the West’s only touchdown : ina EF yard, fourth quarter 
end run. can ss 


W Fleet-Footed Faggs: 
Tennessee State Univ. 
track star, Mae Faggs, 
exhibits shoes she 
wore as she led her 
college relay team at 
annual Washington 
(D.C.) Evening Star 
games. A member of 
both the 1948 and 1952 
U. S. Olympic teams, 
she is AAU indoor 100- 
meter champ and co- 
holder of the AAU in- 
door 100-meter record 
(11.1 seconds). 































Del. State Wins, Loses ‘Crazy’ Interracial Game 

Delaware State’s basketball players left the floor 
after an interracial game with Trenton (N. J.) State 
Teacher College thinking that they had won, 75 to 
74. Later, in their dressing room, they were told 
that there was a discrepancy in totals kept by the 
game’s scorers. The official scorer had Delaware 
ahead, 75 to 74, in the running score but had Tren- 
ton ahead, 74 to 73, in the box score. Delaware’s 
scorer had his team ahead, 73 to 72. Finally, the 
referee awarded the game to Trenton, 74 to 73. Dela- 
ware coach Eddie Jackson fired his scorer. 











Washington Boxer Listed As ‘Officially Dead’ 

Pvt. Elijah (Smugsey) Hursey, a one-time ranking 
Washington welterweight, was declared officially dead by 
the War Department. He had been carried as “missing 
in action” in Korea since 1950. 


Campy Hospitalized For Minor Surgery 

Roy Campanella, Brooklyn Dodgers catcher, was hos- 
pitalized in New York for minor surgery. He was to be 
confined “several days,’ according to a hospital source. 


Pa. May Quit NBA Over — tohnson 

The Pennsylvania Ath- 
letic Commission threaten- 
ed to quit the National Box- — 
ing Association unless light «4 
heavyweight champion Ar- 
chie Moore is suspended 
and his title declared va- , 
cant. Reason: the NBA 
failed to carry out its own 
ultimatum that Moore must 
defend his title against Harold Johnson Archie Moore 
Harold Johnson of Philadelphia by Dec. 24 or lose the 
crown. Instead, Moore signed for a third title bout with 
Joey Maxim on Jan. 27. Meanwhile, the NBA claimed it 
would not suspend Moore. 
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Joe Black Says Dressen ‘Ruined’ His Pitching 
Big Joe Black, eB : 

1952 relief pitch- ? 
ing hero of the 
Brooklyn Dodg- 
ers, blamed ex- 
manager Chuck 
Dressen for his 
failure to star 
last season. “It 
wasn’t the soph- 
omore jinx 
which ruined 
me last season,” 
Black said bit- 
terly, ‘‘It was 
Dressen.” Black, rt 
who won 15 1: 
games in 1952 < ae oe a 
but only six last Dressen shows Black new pitch. 
year, revealed that Dressen had sought to teach him three 
new pitches (fork ball, screwball, and knuckle ball) and 
that emphasis on the pitches cost him his fine control. 


Greenberg Says Doby Has Signed For °54 

Hank Greenberg, general manager of the Cleveland 
Indians, revealed that center fielder Larry Doby had 
signed his 1954 contract. Greenberg admitted having 
Doby’s signature with evidence of some pride and not a 
little relief. Doby held out last year. 


Minoso Cries As He Wins Cuban Honor 

Tears of joy streamed down the face of Orestes (Min- 
nie) Minoso, Chicago White Sox outfielder, as he was 
voted the outstanding athlete in his native Cuba for 1953. 
The honor was given to him in Havana. 





Chicago High School Quintet Sets Scoring Record 
Du Sable High of Chicago set a new school scoring rec- 

ord by beating Englewood High 113 to 46. Forward 

Charlie Brown led Du Sable to its 14th straight win. 
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01 Campy’s Near-Miss: Roy Campanella (1.), Brooklyn 
catcher, gazes in awe at the $10,000 Ray Hickok Belt for 
which he was runner-up to golfer Ben Hogan as “Pro- 
fessional Athlete of the Year.” Sam Urzetta (c.) accepted 
the belt from donor Ray Hickok (r.) for Hogan. Later, 
Campanella won the Sid Mercer “Player of the Year” 
award. 


Charles ‘Clinches’ Title Match With Marciano 

An International Boxing Club official said former heavy- 
weight champion Ezzard Charles “clinched a match” with 
Rocky Marciano, current titlist, by kayoing Bob Satter- 
field in the second round of their bout at Chicago Sta- 
dium. Truman Gibson, secretary of the IBC, said, “Mar- 
ciano and Al Weill (Marciano’s manager) would be suck- 
ers to sidestep Charles now.” Satterfield, a heavy punch- 
er with a glass jaw, rocked Charles with hard blows to 
take the first round of their scheduled 10-rounder. But 
in the second round, Charles kayoed Satterfield with a 
foot-long, perfect left to the jaw. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. **Doc’”’ Young 


Up in Canada—it’s said—there is a heavyweight 
fighter who hits harder than Rocky Marciano, whose 
punches, from either fist, pack more power than 
those of Joe Louis, in Joe’s salad days. The fighter’s 
name is Earl Walls. He’s the heavyweight champion 
of Canada, and he should, by reason of two unmerci- 
ful knockouts, be part-owner of an American fighter 
named Rex Layne. 

Of Negro descent, mixed with Cherokee Indian 
and Caucasian, tall, 25, well-built (192-pounds on a 
6-2 frame), Walls is a virtual unknown to American 
fans. A native of Ontario, Canada, he has never 
been given a coast-to-coast TV shot, evidently not 
being on the “inside” where these lucrative deals are 
made. He gained his first small slice of national 
fame last July 3, when he kayoed Rex in 53 seconds 
of the first round of an Edmonton, Canada, bout. 

According to a witness, “The 8,000 fans went 
hysterical, for they knew that here, before them, 
was a potential heavyweight champion of the 
world. The referee tolled the count of 10, but 

Layne did not hear. It was several minutes be- 

fore he was revived.” Walls repeated the knock- 

out, this time in six rounds, before a Layne-par- 

tisan audience at Salt Lake City last Sept. 8. 

Afterward, Layne said: “I have never been hit 

so hard in my life.” 

Aside from Layne, Walls has scored 23 kayoes in 
32 fights, 14 of these first-round knockouts. Not even 
Louis bettered that record. Why, then, you ask, isn’t 
Walls higher up in the heavyweight echelon? Why, 
then—I ask you—is Archie Moore fighting Joey 
Maxim at Miami on Jan. 27? Only the Omnipotent 
One knows! 
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BOOK } LIBRETTO FOR THE 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 


WEEK ( By M. B. Tolson 


A few shiploads of freed American slaves established 
Liberia between 1820 and 1847. More than one-third of 
the founding fathers died of malaria and yellow fever 
and the natives, far from welcoming 
their freed brothers, fell upon them 
and did their best to wipe them out. 
But these hardy pioneers (who chose 
as a motto, “The Love Of Liberty 
* Brought Us Here’’) persevered, and in 
1847 a republic was founded on the 
West coast of Africa with an Ameri- 
can-born Negro, Joseph Jenkins Rob- 
f ert, as its first president. 
ill : ® Some 100 years later, an American- 
M. B. Tolson born poet, M. B. Tolson, was named 
poet laureate of the Liberian Centennial Celebration 
and was commissioned to write an official poem. Tolson’s 
brilliantly conceived Libretto For The Republic Of Li- 
beria (Twayne Publishers, $2.75) celebrates the struggle 
of these ex-slaves. His libretto, written in eight sections 
mounting to an effective climax, is reminiscent of great 
modern poets. From the first section (when he invokes 
Liberia as the “Black Lazarus risen from the White Man’s 
Grave’) to the last section (which is written in prose- 
like units) he throttles the reader’s attention with un- 
usual stanzaic patterns and striking imagery. In the 
preface, Allen Tate observes that, “for the first time, it 
seems to me, a Negro poet has assimilated completely the 
full poetic language of his time.” 
@ A professor at Langston University, Tolson has won 
several poetry awards and is author of Rendezvous With 
Destiny. His libretto, though rooted in Liberian culture, 
becomes, in the end, a projection of the aspirations of 
men of all times and places.—L.B. 
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| JOURNALISM 


Newspaper Executive Injured In Plane Accident 

Charles P. Browning, 40, vice-presi- 
dent of the Chicago Defender news- 
papers, was critically injured at Little 
Rock (Ark.) Municipal Airport when 
struck on the head by an airplane 
propeller. Rushed to Arkansas Baptist 
Hospital, he underwent a five-hour 
brain operation and was listed as in 
critical condition and still in a coma. 
Witnesses said that the accident oc- 
curred as Browning hurried under the 
wing of the plane to catch another 
plane for Chicago. Charles Browning 


Rayford Logan Book To Be Published Feb. 12 

Dr. Rayford W. Logan, professor of history at Howard 
University and an authority on colonialism, completed a 
new book, The Negro In American Life And Thought 
(Dial, $5.00), which will be published Feb. 12. The book 
contains a comprehensive survey of American presidential 
policy, judicial, economic and journalistic attitudes to- 
ward the “Negro problem” during the last quarter of the 


19th Century. 


Nashville Bank Celebrates 50th Anniversary 

The Citizens Savings Bank and Trust Co. in Nashville, 
oldest Negro-owned bank in the country, celebrated its 
50th anniversary. According to W. C. Sheffield, executive 
committee chairman, the bank opened the new year with 
a night depository service, banking by mail and an ex- 
tension of its loan program to help raise its capital from 
$2,000,000 to $3,000,000. 
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Singer Lena Horne 
and her husband, Len- 
nie Hayton, narrowly 
escaped serious injury 
when their car skid- 
ded on ice and over- 
turned on a highway 
near Rosamond, Calif. 
The Kern County 
(Calif.) sheriff’s office 
said the couple was 
returning to their 
Hollywood home from 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Lena Horne Escapes Injury In Calif. Car Wreck 


Lena Horne and Lennie Hayton 


Las Vegas where Miss Horne had completed a night club 
engagement. The car was demolished, but Miss Horne 
suffered no injury. She called friends in Las Vegas and 


said her husband was cut on the cheek. 























Wi Sidney Poitier 
In New Film: 
Screen actor Sid- 
ney Poitier (r.) 
plays role of 
member of fam- 
ed Harlem Globe- 
trotters in the 
new film Go, 
Man, Go, which 
features mem- 
bers of the fam- 
ed basketball 
team. Starring 
with Poitier in 
movie are Patri- 
cia Breslin (c.) 
and Dane Clark 
G.). 
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Pearl Bailey Set For ‘Carmen Jones’ Film Role 

Singer Pearl Bailey revealed in New York that she has 
been offered the leading role of Carmen in the Cinema- 
Scope movie version of Carmen Jones. Miss Bailey said 
she will “probably” accept the role, her first movie assign- 
ment in five years. Otto Preminger, who will produce the 
movie for Twentieth Century-Fox, also said Miss Bailey is 
being sought for the film. The movie will be filmed in 
late spring in Hollywood and on locations in Chicago and 
South Carolina. 


Panned By Critics, Mrs. Billy Daniels ‘Retires’ 

After critics panned her entertainment debut, Martha 
Braun Daniels, estranged white wife of singer Billy 
Daniels, abruptly “retired” from show business. Mrs. 
Daniels, who opened recently at a Pittsburgh club with 
Negro dancer Barbara Velasco, told JET, “I’m retiring 
from show business permanently, because, among other 
things, my doctor advised me the life is too strenuous.” 
Meanwhile, Miss Velasco announced that she may form 
a new act with her sister, pianist Maria Velasco. 





Wl Negro Actor In New Broadway Role: Frank Silvera (c.) 





plays an amorous Frenchman in scene with Nikhail 
Rasumny (1.) and Edna Best in the Broadway play, 
Mademoiselle Colombe. Silvera got good notices, but 
critics panned the play, which will run for at least eight 
weeks because of $700,000 advance sales. 
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RICH MIXED PAIR’S DAUGHTER 


Backed by her wealthy white father and her blonde 
Negro mother, Patty Ann Mesner, a pretty, gingerbread- 
brown Los Angeles girl made her debut in the enter- 
tainment field, scoring heavily with critics—who 
promptly dubbed her a “Silver Spoon Singer.” The 
adopted daughter of recording company president 
Eddie Mesner, Patty began her career at the top of 
the trade with enviable recording and booking con- 
nections which landed her engagements with Louis 
Jordan and Duke Ellington. 

Patty’s riches-to-riches 
career began last August 
when Mesner heard her 
singing at their home in 


Patty specializes in teasing, 
slow-moving ballads. 


























SINGER 


Mixed family travels together on all road trips. Mrs. 
Mesner supervises Patty’s wardrobe, Mesner is manager. 


the ultra-swank Pacific Palisades section of Los An- 
geles. Mesner, who adopted Patty soon after he mar- 
ried her mother, Riese, in 1945, immediately rushed 
her to his studio (Aladdin) and recorded two ballads. 
Louis Jordan heard the records and used her as a 
singer with his band on several dates. Club and 
theater engagements followed in Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and Chicago where she appeared on pro- 
grams with Duke Ellington at the Regal Theater. 

A quiet-spoken entertainer who paints during her 
spare time, Patty—whose real name is Patricia Mes- 
ner—has a fresh, inviting style. She is an avid John- 
ny Ray fan and her gestures and facial movements 
are in the wind-mill-like Johnny Ray style. Critics 
predict a brilliant career for Patty, who graduated 
from Los Angeles’ Dorsey High School in 1949. 














O’Neal Cast As Judge In New Broadway Play 

Actor Frederick O’Neal, who received 
excellent reviews from critics for his star- 
ring role in Take A Giant Step, landed an 
important part in a new play which will 
open on Broadway in February. O’Neal 
will portray a city court judge in Elmer 
Rice’s play, The Winners. He said the 
role is not “typically Negro,” added, “It 
is short, but important.” Another Negro 
actor, P. Jay Sidney, is cast as a court 
clerk. Fred O’Neal 





Armstrong, Savage Dancers In ‘Glenn Miller’ Film 

The Louis Armstrong band and the Archie Savage danc- 
ers are featured in The Gienn Miller Story which pre- 
miered Jan. 19 in Miami Beach, Fla. The movie, which 
portrays the life of the late bandleader, spotlights Arm- 
strong—leading a jam session. Among the musicians 
shown in this scene are Trummy Young, Cozy Cole, Bar- 
ney Bigard and Arvell Shaw. Critics said this jam session 
is “one of the big musical moments of the movie.” 


Yale Men Name Eartha ‘Junior Prom Date’ 

Singer Eartha Kitt was named Yale University’s “junior 
prom date” and became the first Negro woman ever se- 
lected for the honor by the famous Connecticut institu- 
tion. Miss Kitt, who is currently appearing in the New 
Faces of 1952 revue in San Francisco, will appear as a col- 
lective date for the Yale student body at the junior prom 
Feb. 26. In 1952, Peggy Lee was the “junior prom date.” 
No “date” was selected in 1953. 


5 Negro Actresses Cast In Jungle Movie 

Five Négro actresses received roles in a new film, Jungle 
Maneater, which is being produced by MGM. Francis 
Driver, Dorothy Harris, Sandra Ross, Collena Beard and 
Alice Linticum will be seen in the movie which stars 
Johnny Weismuller. Thirteen other Negroes received 
roles as extras in the film. 
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A Best-dressed golfer in 
the nation is Ted Rhodes, 
who spends more than $500 
each for his colorful cos- 


tumes. The socks for his 
golf clubs are made of mink 
and cost him $15 each. 


A Billy Ward and his Dom- 
inoes quartet now own stock 
in a Texas oil well. While 
performing at a Denver 
country club, a wealthy pa- 
tron gifted each one with 
two shares in a gusher. 


A Anne Lindsey, who owns 
a fabulous $50,000 home in 
Miami, is being pursued by 
a rich Philly attorney. She 
just redecorated her home, 
importing her draperies 
from Italy. 

A Tap dancer Teddy Hale’s 
estranged wife, Cassie, a 
Shake dancer, exploded 
when she entered his dress- 
ing room and discovered his 
girl friend, Rose Hardaway, 
another hip-tosser, there. 
He had to pay Cassie 10 
weeks back alimony to keep 
her from calling the law. 


A When Hilda Simms’ 
mother-in-law visited New 
York for the first time and 
rode in a cab, the swift ride 
scared her. Returning home, 
she gave a $50,000 accident 
insurance policy to Hilda 
and her hubby. 


A Broadway columnist 
Dorothy Kilgallen is super- 
vising the career of pianist- 
singer Bobby Short since he 
returned from Europe. A 
combination of Billy Daniels 
and Mario Lanzo, he is due 
to open at a swank East 
Side supper club. 


A Maj. David W. Jones, the 
Orange, N. J., doctor did 
not go overseas as expected 
because he was AWOL when 
the boat sailed. 


A Lucille Horne, the Los 
Angeles disc jockey, hit the 
jackpot when she had Bing 
Crosby as a guest on her 
show. Although he had 
turned down hundreds of 
requests from other platter 
spinners, Bing gave in when 
Lucille phoned him. 
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A The royalties from Shake 
A Hand, the hit religious 
tune which he wrote, have 
been donated by band- 
leader Joe Morris to the 
New Jersey church he at- 
tends. 


A Ralph Brown, the danc- 
er, is confined to a Montreal 
hospital with four broken 
ribs, after an auto accident. 


A Although she visited her 
husband daily and took him 
fruit while he was con- 
fined to the hospital, TV 
actress Millie Bruce still 
went ahead with her di- 
vorce plans and obtained 
an interlocutory decree. 


A Wives of the sepia ma- 
jor league baseball players 
formed a club which they 
call the Diamond Girls. 
Mrs. Larry Doby is the first 
president. 











Helen Doby 





& q 


Noble Sissle 








A Dr. Marguerite Cart- 
wright, ex-Cotton Club 
show girl who became a 
Ph.D., is collecting material 
for her own “Kinsey re- 
port” on the sex habits of 
sepia women. 


A Lloyd Price, who wrote 
the Lawdy, Miss Clawdy 
tune, may get a medical 
discharge from the Army 
because of a bad heart. 


A Pals of Jersey City at- 
torney Louis Saunders and 
Brooklyn’s Katherine Hand 
say their romance is a seri- 
ous affair that could lead 
to the altar after her di- 
vorce. 


A The FBI is checking the 
background of John Sil- 
vera, Bishop D. Ward 
Nichols’ press agent. He is 
due for a top-secret job 
with the State Department. 


M. Cartwright 























A Ofay singing star 
Sunny Gole never re- 
cords without having 
the sepia Du Droppers 
quartet furnish the vo- 
cal background. Her 
first disc with them, 
The Note In The Bot- 
tle, has sold over 300,000. 


A Noble Sissle, who 
just became a WMGM 
disc jockey, is slated 
for the lead role in a 
TV show to be based on 
the life of the late Bert 
Williams. 


A The John McClains 
deny they are having 
marital difficulties. She 
is Dorothy Donegan, 
jazz pianist. 


A Ex-track star Elmo 
Harris and Olympic 
runner Herb McKinley 
will open a dry clean- 
ing store in the swank 
Riverton houses. 


A Thieves broke into 
shake dancer Yatilda 
Dix’s Apollo dressing 
room a few minutes be- 
fore show time and stole 
all her costumes. She 
grabbed a bath towel, 
however, tied it around 
herself, and went on 
with the show. 

—MAJOR ROBINSON 
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Stuff Smith, Jonah Jones To Star On TV Show 
Violinist Stuff Smith and trumpeter 

Jonah Jones will appear as guest stars 

on CBS-TV’s Garry Moore Show (Tues., 

Jan. 26, at 1:30 p.m. EST). A band 

leader from 1930 to 1942, Smith recorded 

such bygone favorites as I’se a Muggin’ 

and I Don’t Wanna under the Vocalion 

label. Jones, a trumpeter for 27 years, 

has worked with such famous  or- 

chestras as Horace Henderson, Jimmie 

Lunceford and Cab Calloway. His most 

famous solo recordings were: Jonah Joins 

the Cab and Special Delivery Stomp. Stuff Smith 

Other Negroes appearing on radio and television this 

week include: 

Diahann Carroll on Chance of A Lifetime (Fri., Jan. 22, at 

10 p.m. EST) on DuMont TV. 


The Mariners on Look Up And Live (Sun., Jan. 24, at 10:30 
a.m. EST) on CBS-TV. 


St. Augustine College Choir on Negro College Choirs (Sun., 
Jan. 24, at 10:30 a.m. EST) on ABC radio. 


Rev. Dr. J. W. Golden and the Fisk U. Choir on Church of 
The Air (Sun., Jan. 24, at 10 p.m. EST) on CBS radio. 
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LEARN THE TRUTH ABOUT ONE OF 
THE MOST AMAZING RELIGIOUS 
CULTS IN THE WORLD TODAY. 


Read: 
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GLAMOROUS — 
COCKTAIL HATS. 


High on the list of 
new ladies’ fashion 
items for 1954 are 
the chic little 
bumper hats with 
matching accesso 
ries. Currently worn 
at cocktail parti 

the bumpers—like 
this soft pink vely; 

by Mildred Blount 
of California— 
come in beautiful 
pastel shades. (Sée 
“Modern Living.”) 








